
A racist incident in Golden

In 1942 a group of Black people, (called Colored at the time) had bought 30 acres of land in
what is now North Golden, near Boyd street.1 This was during WWII and building materials
were in short supply.  Using rules from wartime rationing, legitimately or not, the people were
told they could not improve their property in the manner they sought.  It is very apparent that
regardless of the supposed reasons, they were forced out of town due to their race. The
sequence of events is as follows:

Our story begins in August of 1942 when 38 year old Logus Butler, and Susie A. Allison
aged 55 and others bought 30 acres from the estate of Charles Quaintince for $15002.  In
December of that year city council and others acted to stop the construction of any
buildings.3 Yet, in October these buyers had offered to sell because they were clearly
unwanted.  In fact, citizens protested to city council and formed a committee to get help from
the Federal Government to drive them out4 One of the people pushing for the sale was
Casper Bussert. In December of 1942 he was able to get a deed to the land for $10 and
other consideration5.   In 1944 he offered for sale plots on what appears to be this same
parcel but restricted the sale to Caucasians only.6

Four of the 5 people who were on the citizens committee protesting the sale to Blacks were
later listed as interested parties on the sale of the land, or attempted to purchase plots
themselves.

That land now near Boyd Street and Plateau Parkway is worth 10s of millions of dollars.
What ever happened to those who were forced to make this sale?

Logus Butler, born in Louisiana, was married to Thelm L., born (1905) in Missouri and was
38 in 1942.  They had a son, Edward, who was 13 in 1942.7 Logus was a carpenter for the

7 1940 Census
6 The Colorado Transcript, Number 39, July 27, 1944
5 Butler deed transfer to Bussert
4 The Colorado Transcript, Number 51, October 22, 1942
3 The Colorado Transcript, Number 8, December 24, 1942
2 The Colorado Transcript, Number 50, October 15, 1942
1 Butler Purchase from Quaintance Estate
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defense department at Rocky Mountain Arsenal.  Little is known of his wife, whom he
married in 1926, and she died in March of 2000 and had worked for the Veterans
Administration.  It appears that their son Edward Butler perhaps worked for the railways and
is buried in Fort Logan cemetery and had no direct descendants8

Susie Augusta Allison lived on Downing Street in Denver.  She did not have any children.
She was killed by a Tramway vehicle in Wheatridge in 1946.9 Before she was killed however
she had again tried to build a home in Golden.  This home was burned down by “white
hooligans”, though no serious inquiry was done or charges filed.10 Prominent citizens were
part of the inquiry into her death but no charges were filed in that incident. The inquiry into
her death included O.L. Dennis, who was one of the owners of the property later, as was D.
H. Quaintance, who may have been a cousin related to the A.D. Quaintance from whom
Butler obtained the land11.  Neither Quaintance is listed in KKK roles as are CB (Cregar B)
and CF (Charles F) Quaintance, who are brothers of A.D. Quaintance.  Ironically Chas F
Quaintance is the deceased person from whom Butler et.al bought the land.  So ironically
the land, later platted for Caucasians only had been owned by the father of KKK members,
but was originally sold to a Black man and other investors.

No one alive today was involved in the sale of this land.  But what if this property had been
developed by these buyers?  How would history have changed for Golden or their families?
We don’t know, and we can never know, but we can acknowledge this took place.

11 Richard Gardner goldenhistory@gmail.com private correspondence.

10 Colorado Statesman Jan 11 1947, obtained from Laura Ruttum Senturia Archivist/Librarian Western
History and Genealogy Department Denver Public Library  10 W. 14th Avenue Parkway Denver, CO
80204 720-865-1821

9 The Colorado Transcript, Number 11, January 9, 1947
8 Edward Butler obituary, Rocky Mountain News
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Appendix of associated articles and documents
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Sale of land from Butler to Bussert
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Persons listed on the Sunshine Parkway listing as handed by Casper Bussert

C.H. Herron
J.M. Kellog
H.W. Ryland
R.W. Middlemiss
W.D. Wheeler
Elisabether R. Bussert
Birdie E. Shannon
E.D. Dulaney
J.R. Morgan
H.S. Hamlin
Ashley Bussert
George and Vida G. Reisbeck
O.L. Dennis
Robert Shepard
Fern Joyer and John Webster
D.M. Frederick
Robert A. & Alma P. Baxter
Roy Frank Bussert
John Feathers
Clark F. Barb


