A racist incident in Golden

In 1942 a group of Black people, (called Colored at the time) had bought 30 acres of land in
what is now North Golden, near Boyd street." This was during WWII and building materials
were in short supply. Using rules from wartime rationing, legitimately or not, the people were
told they could not improve their property in the manner they sought. It is very apparent that
regardless of the supposed reasons, they were forced out of town due to their race. The
sequence of events is as follows:

Our story begins in August of 1942 when 38 year old Logus Butler, and Susie A. Allison
aged 55 and others bought 30 acres from the estate of Charles Quaintince for $15007. In
December of that year city council and others acted to stop the construction of any
buildings.® Yet, in October these buyers had offered to sell because they were clearly
unwanted. In fact, citizens protested to city council and formed a committee to get help from
the Federal Government to drive them out* One of the people pushing for the sale was
Casper Bussert. In December of 1942 he was able to get a deed to the land for $10 and
other consideration®. In 1944 he offered for sale plots on what appears to be this same
parcel but restricted the sale to Caucasians only.®

Oumership in This svbdivisier: Shell be redtrict-
e fo member= of he CIeI=ISr roce.

Fasermcen’s J'Elr"r"k?:’)f.:‘!' of wry for Sewers Sl
e are Rere by regervecy o S ore ceulasTed
Ao Fhes rome Of =i SSwers vy Shwmins dxxcross &)
trocty herein a5 reguirea for 1he berefi! of 1his
Ty Tror.

Fasemen?s Br rights of way e fee? wide
Sorag aych Side of bouwndery lines of &:r*‘,rafwr.r# Frune =
are Hereby resenws for Snd dedicates! Yo e vse
oFf uihilities offwr thaarn Sewers o araine for The
bera i of Hus aubansr=ior,

Cospies Busied

Tru=ilas

Four of the 5 people who were on the citizens committee protesting the sale to Blacks were
later listed as interested parties on the sale of the land, or attempted to purchase plots
themselves.

That land now near Boyd Street and Plateau Parkway is worth 10s of millions of dollars.
What ever happened to those who were forced to make this sale?

Logus Butler, born in Louisiana, was married to Thelm L., born (1905) in Missouri and was
38in 1942. They had a son, Edward, who was 13 in 1942.” Logus was a carpenter for the

' Butler Purchase from Quaintance Estate

2 The Colorado Transcript, Number 50, October 15, 1942
% The Colorado Transcript, Number 8, December 24, 1942
4 The Colorado Transcript, Number 51, October 22, 1942
5 Butler deed transfer to Bussert

¢ The Colorado Transcript, Number 39, July 27, 1944
71940 Census
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defense department at Rocky Mountain Arsenal. Little is known of his wife, whom he
married in 1926, and she died in March of 2000 and had worked for the Veterans
Administration. It appears that their son Edward Butler perhaps worked for the railways and
is buried in Fort Logan cemetery and had no direct descendants®

Susie Augusta Allison lived on Downing Street in Denver. She did not have any children.
She was killed by a Tramway vehicle in Wheatridge in 1946.° Before she was killed however
she had again tried to build a home in Golden. This home was burned down by “white
hooligans”, though no serious inquiry was done or charges filed.'® Prominent citizens were
part of the inquiry into her death but no charges were filed in that incident. The inquiry into
her death included O.L. Dennis, who was one of the owners of the property later, as was D.
H. Quaintance, who may have been a cousin related to the A.D. Quaintance from whom
Butler obtained the land™. Neither Quaintance is listed in KKK roles as are CB (Cregar B)
and CF (Charles F) Quaintance, who are brothers of A.D. Quaintance. Ironically Chas F
Quaintance is the deceased person from whom Butler et.al bought the land. So ironically
the land, later platted for Caucasians only had been owned by the father of KKK members,
but was originally sold to a Black man and other investors.

No one alive today was involved in the sale of this land. But what if this property had been
developed by these buyers? How would history have changed for Golden or their families?
We don’t know, and we can never know, but we can acknowledge this took place.

8 Edward Butler obituary, Rocky Mountain News

® The Colorado Transcript, Number 11, January 9, 1947

10 Colorado Statesman Jan 11 1947, obtained from Laura Ruttum Senturia Archivist/Librarian Western
History and Genealogy Department Denver Public Library 10 W. 14th Avenue Parkway Denver, CO
80204 720-865-1821

" Richard Gardner goldenhistory@amail.com private correspondence.
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Sale of land from Butler to Bussert
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in the U.5., Chicago and North Western Railroad Employment Records, 1935-1970

Send Your Fit

Mame:
Gender:
Race:

Birth Date:
Birth Place:
Father:
tother:

Hire Date:
Record Date:
Record Place:

Occupation:

Edward Lawrence Butler Enter vour email ad
link to your persons
you can view and di
Hegro (Black) you make while her

Male

14 Mar 1928
Denver, Colorado

Henry Logus Butler e i yoe AV,
Thelma Wilburt Williams

Mov 1945

14 Nov 1945 Suggested Rece

Chi y Hlinoi
NEEER RIS [ U.5., Social Secur

3rd Cook Index, 1936-2007
Edward Lawrencs
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<hiack ta search result The Colorade Transaript, Number 50, October 15, 1942 iif — Colored People Puy 30 — Acre Tract in Golden City

Colored People Buy
30 - Acre Tract in
Golden City Limits

The unimproved thirty-ncre foot
hill terrace traet at the sonthwest
corner of North Table mountaln, just
enst of Clark’™s Garden addition,
within the city limits of Golden, has
Iwen purchased by a Denver group,
cousisting of Logus Butler, Grace
Cohen, Susle Walker and  Susle
Augusta Allison.

The contracts were stgned August
27, 12, and ordered conflrmed by
the Jefferson county court Reptem-
ber 24, The consideration was
SLO60.  The property formerly be-
longed to the Chas, Quaintance Es-
tate. The land Is more specifically
degeribed as being the West 30 acres
of the southwest quarter of the
northwest quarter of Section 27,
township 3 south, range 70 west.

This property  has  never been
platted becanse, necording to reports,
it was thonght the expense to the
community of proving roads, streets,
witier and sewer would be exeessive.

For what purpose the new owners
intend to use the property and when
the development will start has not
been aunounced. Sinee Golden is in
the defense area and Is so greatly in
need of homes, it is possible that
some arrangements mizht be made
with the Federal government for
development of this property,
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<Back to search The Colorado Transcript, Number 8, December 24, 1942 iiif — City Council Stops Work on House Until Permit
result list is Secured [ARTICLE]

City Council Stops'
Work on House Until,
Permit is Secured

Logus Butler, Grace Cohen, Susie
Walker and Susie Augusta Allison,
colored people from Denver, who
recently purchased 30 acres of un-
plotted and unimproved land said
to be within the ecity limits of Gol-
den, started building on the prem-
fses last week and have the founda-
tions just about completed.

The site of the building under
¢onstruction is located about 300
feet East of the present plotted area
of Golden on what would be exten-
sion of High street if the property
were to be platted.

The Golden city council has noti-
fied the parties, in person and by
posting the property, to stop con-
struction until an application for a
building permit has been filed and
approved in accordance with City
Ordinance No, 11, a

This action was taken by the coun-
cil on December 18, and carried out
the following day by Policeman Tom
Rowe posting the notice on the prop-
erty, a copy of which notice was
given to Logus Butler by City
Clerk Wm. H. Bolitho.

Soon after buying the property
the colored people, finding that there
wias some opposition to them using
this property for a home site, came
to the Traunscript and said that
although they liked the place very
much and hated to give it up because
it was just what they wanted, they
didn't want to make any confusiou
and would sell it for just what they
had in it.

Casper Bussert told the Transeript
he thought this was a fair 'proposi-
tion and he would see to it that the
offer was accepted. This was
thought to have disposed of the mat-
ter to everybody's satisfaction.

The owners of the property were
under the impression when they
made the purchase that the -prop-
erty was not in the city of Golden.
If this were the case, they would
not have had to have a permit from
the city of Golden to erect a build-
ing.

The land is described as the west
30 acres of the Southwest quarter
of the Northwest quarter of Sec-
tion 27, Township 3 South, Range
T0 West. of the 6th P. M.
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sBacktosearch  The Colorado Transcript, Number 51, October 22, 1942 iif — Colored People Offer to Sell Property if Not Wanted
result list In Community of Golden [ARTICLE]

Colored People Offer to
Sell Property if Not Wanted
In Community of Golden

No Intention to Colonize or Profiteer;
Wanted Land for a Home, Victory
Garden and Poultry Farm

Logas Butler and Susie Augusta Allison called at the
Transcript office last evening. They stated that they have no in-
tention of starting a colored colony here, but they hoped to make
the property they purchased their home for a Victory Garden
and poultry farm.

They intended to put in
cluding water, sewer and lights
all improvements necessary in-
at their own expense to conform

with government requirements, It
was  understood by them that
this property was not within
the Golden city lmits. "However
we de not waunt (o make any
confusion, they said. “1f the
people who object to our use of this
property for a home would eare to
take It off of our hands at the total
cost It has bevn to us up to this time,
we will be glad to turn it over to
them."

I'hese colored folks seem like real
uice people. They have the best of
Denver references from those for
whom they have worked. They say
they are law abiding, Christian
people, who bhave lived o Denver for
many years and want to get out into
the country,

Citizen: Protest to City Couaeil

A largs number of citizens ap-
peared before the clty council Wed-
nesday evening, and stated that a
group of colored people had taken
possession of the land l’l'ﬂ'ntl}' pur-
chased by them east of the Clark's
Garden nddition, within the city
[ limits of Golden, and were uppars
ently staking ont some proposed
building sites. These citizens pro-
tested to the city council the starting
of a colored settlement in Golden.

It was pointed our in the meeting
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that the sale of the property had
wen approved by the county court
on Septembes 24, and that the pur-
chiase price for the 30-acre tract
was  £1.50K, not including some
legnl and abstract of title cost,
Fred Richards, acting Mayor, told
the delegation that the eity counefl
had passed a motion requiring per-
mission to be granted by the National
Housing administration for any ma-

| Jor project before a permit can be

granted by the city.

It was suggested that the Mayor
appoint 4 committee to confer with
the Federal Housing administration
and polot out the lack of water,
sewer and sanitation lmprovements
in this district. The FHA to be told
that the taxpayers of Golden are
not now in a pesition to finance so
huge an expenditure as would be re.
quired for a 30-acre colonization
projeet.

The Mayor appointed the follow-
ing committee and assured those
prescut the cooperation of the coun-
cll: William Wheeler, chairman, Al-
derman Dave C. Johnston, Casper
Bussert, Mrs. Mildred Delaney, Mra,
Don Frederick.

The committee has been in con-
tact, by telephone. with the Federal
Heusing  administration. Dave
Johnston who did the phoning was
advised by the Federal officials that
in this defense district at the pres-
ent time no bullding, additlon or im-
provemsut can be made costing more
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=Back to searchresult list The Colorado Transcript, Number 39, July 27, 1944 iif — Sunshine Park News [ARTICLE]
Sunshine Park News
Streets and alleys will be known
as parks and lanes In the new Sun-
shine Park addition to Golden.
Casper Bussert has been appointed
trustee to deliver the title deeds
to the forty purchasers. Sewers
have been laid out to all plots in the
addition. ; -
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sBack to searchresult ~ The Colorado Transeript, Number 11, January 9, 1947 it — Absolved Of Blame In Death Of Woman
list [ARTICLE]

[Absolved Of -Blame
Tn Death’ Of Womim

/ Paml Tlmmmon. motorman for
“the Denver Tramway Co., was ab-
sulved of blame by a coroner's jury
n the death of ‘Susie A. Allison,
‘edlored domestic of Wiitatridge, who
min struck and killed by a street
car at Wi ard station on Monday,
Diecmber 30.

The inguest was conducted by
| Coroner O. A, Saunders at the
' Woods Mortuary on January 2. The
JJ}\W composed of George F. Ganser,
o HL Quaintance, O, L. Dennis, E,
B. Krueger, Dean Smith and George
Murshall, brought in the following
verdiet ; .

“Deceased  met  her  death  on
December 30 at about 0:45 a. w. at
Ward stution on the Denver Tram-
why line, which is about 4 miles east
of Golden, Colo, by being struck
by cur number 3, vperated by I'aul

Thompson, as she stepped from
the shelter house and in an attempt
to eross the tracks from the north
to the south side of the tracks aud
upun reaching o peist midway be-
tween the rails she Nesitated a few
seconds and then was struck by the
strevt car. In our dpinion the opera-
tor of the car used all effort to uvoiidl
an accident.”
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Burned at Golden Passes

. Funeral services were Mld_‘!\m brought to justice due to the slack
“|day afterncon at Cammell Mortuary |efforts of the distriet attorney of that |
¢! pariors for the late Mre. 5. A. Allisos, [Jurtediction Mr Simons who wrote the
P:.Iong 4 respecled citizen of Denver | womans attorney of the NAACP. stat.
llana who resided for many years at |ing that even if the culprits could be
F125th & Downing St. apprebended, Simots doubied that a |
Mrs. Allison was on her way down |conviction could be' secured, owing to |
"itown last Saturday when she was |!he bostile foeling of the neighbors in
struck and killad by the suburban |thai district against feolored people

! Golden Car as she was crossing the |iiving there. The matter was appealed
tradks, fate seemed to play & heavy [!o Governor Vivian who made no |
tragic roll with this lady who strug stfort to see that the Mstriet Atty.
gled hard to enjoy her last years in should take the proper action, by put-
comfort, when she was ervecting a |98 force om his office w0 a chapter
home out near Golden just & year and (048 In this tragic event by he
a halt ago, when eavious white | YORARS death who only wanted to en-
' hoodlums set fire to the nearly com. |J°¥ S0me of the Life, Liberty alid per-

pleatad residence and burned it to the | *it Of happiness &s garanteed to all
ground. The. culprits were never | Cti2€ns by the constitution of fhese
United States.
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Persons listed on the Sunshine Parkway listing as handed by Casper Bussert

C.H. Herron

J.M. Kellog

H.W. Ryland

R.W. Middlemiss

W.D. Wheeler

Elisabether R. Bussert

Birdie E. Shannon

E.D. Dulaney

J.R. Morgan

H.S. Hamlin

Ashley Bussert

George and Vida G. Reisbeck
O.L. Dennis

Robert Shepard

Fern Joyer and John Webster
D.M. Frederick

Robert A. & Alma P. Baxter
Roy Frank Bussert

John Feathers

Clark F. Barb



